ground for the wife to ask for divorce. But under the Hindu
Marriage Act, no such ground is available for a Hindu wife to
give divorce to her husband. So, Razia Begum can give
divorce to her husband but Jhansi Rani cannot give divorce
to her husband.

74.      Ismail and Parthasarathi are neighbours. Both were
married and living happily with their respective families. Some
communal disturbances took place and during that time both
Ismail and Parthasarathi were taken away forcibly by.some
goondas. After the communal disturbance subsided, complaints
were given about the missing of Ismail and Parthasaradhi and
their where-abouts were not known inspite of best efforts by the
police. Even though five years passed like that, their whereabouts
were not known. The wives of Ismail and Parthasarathi decided
to remarry by giving divorce to their respective husbands. Can
they file petitions for divorce?

*    Under the Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act, if husband's
whereabouts are not known for four years it is a ground for
obtaining divorce by his wife. Under the Hindu Marriage
Act, if either of the spouse's whereabouts are not heard of for
7 years, it is a ground for obtaining divorce by the other
spouse. In the above case, as the whereabouts of Ismail, who
is governed by the Muslim Marriage Act, are not heard for the
last five years, his wife can validly obtain divorce and remarry.
But in the case of the wife of Parthasaradhi, who is governed
by the Hindu Marriage Act, unless the whereabouts of the
husband are not heard of for 7 years, his wi'fe cannot obtain
divorce. In the above case, only five years passed and his
whereabouts are not known, so his wife cannot obtain a
divorce and consequently, she cannot validly remarry.

75.  Meenakshi, who is a Hindu lady and Fareeda Begum, who
is a Muslim lady, are friends. Both were married according to
their respective religions. The husbands of both the friends were
business men and were very busy and they were always on camps
and they did not perform their matrimonial obligations for three
years. Their respective wives vexed with their respective
husbands, decided to apply for divorce. Can they obtain divorce?

*  Under the Dissolution of Muslim Marriage Act, husband not

performing matrimonial obligations for three years is a ground
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